
Midwest Church of Christ 
2115 Garland Ave., Louisville, KY. 40211 

Phone: 502-774-3986; Fax: 502-774-5926  
	  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Morning Meditation With God  

Daily Devotions 
Monday – Friday, 6:30 AM until 7:30 PM 

Radio Station WLLV 1240 AM 
 

Come Worship with us on Sunday’s  
9:00 AM – Bible School  

10:15 AM – Morning Worship  
6:00 PM – Evening Worship  

 

Wednesday Bible Study  
10:00 AM and 6:50 PM   
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 Floyd Williamson, Associate                Jerry L. Stephenson       	  
        502.364.7834                     812.288.8921                              	  
 Elders    C. H. Williams    Jerry L. Stephenson           Joe Stephenson         

502.778.5504        812.288.8921   812.282.3335	  
 
 Deacons    James Frazier          Robert Jordan                     Gary King 	  
                  502.776.8603           502.495.6930                    502.738.9523	  



Sunday, October 2 - While He Prayed 
When all the people were baptized, Jesus also was baptized. As He was 
praying, heaven opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him in a 
physical appearance like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are My beloved Son. I take delight in You!”—Luke 3:21–22 

The greatest moments in a Christian's life come through prayer. When Jesus prayed, heaven opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon Him. The Spirit came upon the disciples as they gathered to pray on the 
Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:14; 2:1). When the disciples prayed together after Pentecost, their gathering 
place was shaken, and they were emboldened to proclaim the gospel throughout the city (Acts 4:31). 
Prayer is not a substitute for hard work—prayer is the work! God does things in and through our lives by 
prayer that He does in no other way. As we pray and as our attention is turned toward God, we become 
more receptive to aligning our lives with His will. God will not equip us with His power while we are 
racing off to our next appointment! His Spirit will not empower us if we are oblivious to what He is 
saying. He requires our complete attention before He will fill us with the powerful presence of His Spirit. 
If you want to learn how to pray, use Jesus as your model. Jesus did not always receive what He asked 
for, but His prayers were always heard and always answered (Mark 14:36; Heb. 5:7). If you do not sense 
the Holy Spirit's power in your life, you may not be spending adequate time in prayer. Perhaps you are 
pursuing your own agenda rather than seeking the Father's will. You may have abandoned the place of 
prayer before God's answer came. If you will commit yourself to spend sustained time in prayer, asking 
for God's kingdom on earth, God will work in your life just as He did in the lives of Jesus and His 
disciples. 
 
Monday, October 3 - Weak with Those Who Are Weak 

Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do 
not burn with indignation?—2 Corinthians 11:29 

Christians do not live in isolation. When we sin, there are repercussions throughout the Christian 
community. When a brother or sister suffers, we are affected. Our calling is not to be solitary Christians 
but to be members of a priesthood (1 Pet. 2:9). 
It was impossible for Paul to remain unmoved while there were believers in Corinth who were spiritually 
weak. When he learned that false teachers had caused Christians in Corinth to stumble in their faith, Paul 
burned with indignation. Paul told the church members at Corinth to rejoice when a church member 
rejoices and to weep when a fellow member weeps (1 Cor. 12:26). We depend on one another, and this 
influences everything we do. Jesus said that even when we pray, we are to begin by saying “our Father” 
(Matt. 6:9). We must do everything with our fellow Christian in mind (1 Cor. 14:12). 
It's possible to become so preoccupied with your own spiritual journey that you do not get involved in 
your church. You can become so focused on what God is doing in your own country that you are 
oblivious to the suffering and persecution that your fellow Christians face in countries around the world. 
If other believers around you are rejoicing or hurting, and you are unaffected, you have become 
desensitized to the people of God. 
Ask God to place a burden on your heart for fellow believers. Make yourself aware of their needs. Pray 
for them and adjust your life to God's activity in their lives. 
 
 

Tuesday, October 4 - Spiritual Optimism 
David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with a dagger, 
spear, and sword, but I come against you in the name of the LORD of 
Hosts, the God of Israel’s armies—you have defied Him. Today, the 
LORD will hand you over to me.”—1 Samuel 17:45–46a 

David was certainly an optimist! Regardless of his circumstances, David could always see God's activity! 
A pessimist focuses on the problems, concentrating on the reasons why something cannot be done. The 
optimist sees those same problems, but he sees them from the perspective of God's presence.   

Jesus	  said	  “…Upon	  this	  Rock	  I	  will	  build	  my	  Church…	  Matthew	  16:18	  

“The	  Churches	  of	  Christ	  Salute	  You”	  Romans	  16:16	  	  



David was just a young boy when he faced Goliath, an intimidating veteran warrior who frightened even 
the bravest Israelite soldier. As he prepared for battle, David saw that Goliath was a giant. He heard his 
boastful taunts. He could not fail to notice his enemy's weapons: a sword, a shield, and a javelin. David 
did not barge into the battle unprepared for a fight. He armed himself with five smooth stones. David was 
prepared for God to grant him victory with the first stone he hurled at the giant or the fifth. David was 
ready to accept God's victory, whether it came easily or with much effort. 
Optimists do not ignore the difficulties, they are keenly aware of them. But the knowledge of God's 
presence prevents them from becoming discouraged or giving up. It is impossible to stand in the presence 
of God and be a pessimist! 
The account of David and Goliath vividly pictures the source of the Christian's faith—not our own size, 
strength, or resources, but the power of almighty God. If we focus on our opposition and problems, they 
will seem gigantic. But as we focus on God, we will see our situation in the proper perspective and be 
assured that all things are possible with God (Phil. 4:13). 
 
Wednesday, October 5 - All Things Are Pure 

To the pure, everything is pure, but to those who are defiled and 
unbelieving nothing is pure; in fact, both their mind and conscience are 
defiled.—Titus 1:15 

Your heart's condition will be expressed through your life. It will be evident by your attitudes, your 
words, and your behavior. Jesus said that you can clearly see others only when your own eyes are 
unobstructed (Mark 6:42). If your vision is hindered by sin, you will not look at others properly. 
If your heart is pure, you will approach life without malice. You will not question the motives of 
everyone around you; you will not doubt the truth of everything others tell you; you will not look for fault 
in others. Instead, you will look for the good in others, finding what is praiseworthy. You will not be 
naive or gullible, but you will seek what is good rather than what is evil. If your heart is pure, you will see 
others the way God sees them (Matt. 6:22). 
If your heart is defiled, everything with which you are involved will seem corrupt as well. You will 
assume evil motives in others because you know what you would do given the same circumstances. You 
will be cynical about what you hear because your own words are deceitful. You will be drawn to evil 
people and evil things. 
How do you look at the words and actions of others? Are you critical of them? Are you judgmental? If so, 
ask God to purify your heart. Once He has, you will be free to see yourself and others as God does. 
 

 
Thursday, October 6 - Prayer Changes You 

“Now if You would only forgive their sin. But if not, please erase me 
from the book You have written.”—Exodus 32:32 

Prayer is not designed to change God, it is designed to change us. Prayer is not calling God in to bless our 
activities. Rather, prayer takes us into God's presence, shows us His will, and prepares us to obey Him. 
Moses climbed Mount Sinai and spent forty days communing with God. God showed him the wickedness 
of the Israelites (Exod. 32:7). Moses had not known their desperate condition, nor had he realized the 
imminence of God's judgment upon them until God revealed it to him. As God made Moses aware of all 
that was at stake, Moses felt the same compassion for the people that God felt. Moses became willing to 
sacrifice his own life for his obstinate people. In a compelling and selfless prayer of intercession, Moses 
offered to have his own name blotted out of the book of life if God would spare the people. In Moses' 
time with Him, God had formed a mighty intercessor for His people. 
God will use your prayer times to soften your heart and change your focus. As you pray for others, the 
Holy Spirit will work in your heart so that you have the same compassion for them that God does (Rom. 
8:26–27). If you do not love people as you should, pray for them. If you are not as active in God's service 
as you know He wants you to be, begin praying. You cannot be intimately exposed to God's heart and 
remain complacent. The time spent with God will change you and make you more like Christ. 
 

You	  Don’t	  Join	  The	  Church	  Of	  Christ,	  “…And	  The	  Lord	  Added	  To	  The	  Church	  Daily	  Such	  As	  Should	  Be	  Saved”	  Acts	  2:	  47	  

Christ	  Is	  The	  Head	  of	  The	  Church;	  “And	  He	  Is	  The	  Head	  Of	  The	  Body,	  The	  Church…	  Colossians	  1:18	  	  



Friday, October 7 - Questioning God 
Then the LORD answered Job from the whirlwind. He said:Who is this 
who obscures [My] counsel with ignorant words? Get ready to answer 
Me like a man; when I question you, you will inform Me.—Job 38:1–3 

Job was a righteous man who, from a human perspective, did not deserve to suffer. He lived a blameless 
life and followed God's laws to the letter. As he was experiencing great tribulation, Job cried out in 
frustration and questioned why God was allowing him to suffer. God came to Job in the form of a 
whirlwind with His answer. As soon as God spoke, Job recognized that he should not have challenged 
God's wisdom. God turned to Job and asked him several sobering questions: “Where were you when I 
laid the foundations of the earth? Where were you when I set the oceans in their place? Where were you 
when I put the constellations of stars in position?” God's questions humbled Job and reminded him that 
his own wisdom did not begin to compare with God's. 
When God finished asking His questions, Job replied, “I have uttered what I did not understand, / Things 
too wonderful for me, which I did not know” (Job 42:3). In a moment of despair and frustration, Job had 
challenged God's wisdom. God had firmly reminded Job that He was still sovereign and that this truth 
was enough for Job. Whether Job ever knew that his life had been the focus of a cosmic struggle is 
unclear. Perhaps Job never realized that his experience brought glory to God in the face of Satan's 
challenge (Job 1:8–12). But Job was satisfied to know that God's wisdom was flawless. 
At times you may not understand why a loving Father would allow you to suffer as you are. You may 
question the wisdom of God's direction for your life. Learn from Job. Review the awesome power and 
wisdom of almighty God (Job 38–41). Have confidence that this same God is directing your path. 
 
Saturday, October 8 - Trusting God's Wisdom 

“Go and tell Hezekiah that this is what the LORD God of your ancestor 
David says: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears. Look, I 
am going to add 15 years to your life.”—Isaiah 38:5 

The fundamental premise of Christianity is that God knows what is best better than we do. When we are 
experiencing God's blessing, it is easy to believe that God knows what is best. But when God allows 
sickness and sorrow in our lives, we may be tempted to question His wisdom. 
The Lord told King Hezekiah that his life was coming to an end. God advised him to prepare himself for 
death and to make arrangements to turn over the kingdom. Instead, Hezekiah pled for his life, begging 
God to spare him from death (Isa. 38:3). God loved the righteous Hezekiah and, in His grace, granted him 
an additional fifteen years to live. Those fifteen years would prove that God's wisdom far exceeds human 
wisdom. During those added years, Mannasseh was born, and he eventually succeeded Hezekiah as king 
of Judah. Mannasseh, who reigned for fifty-five years, was the most evil king ever to rule over Judah (2 
Kings 21:1). Mannaseh encouraged the worship of idolatry throughout the nation. He passed his own son 
through fire according to the abominable practices of idolatry. He shed much innocent blood during his 
reign; every part of the nation suffered from his cruelty. Manasseh's wickedness provoked God to anger, 
but Manasseh ignored God's warning (2 Kings 21:16; 2 Chron. 33:10). All these hardships were caused 
by Manasseh, a king who would never have been born if Hezekiah had accepted God's will for his life! 
Furthermore, Hezekiah's extended reign led to Judah's eventual defeat by the Babylonians (2 Kings 
20:12–20). 
So much suffering resulted from Hezekiah's unwillingness to accept God's will for him. God knows what 
is best. Whether your circumstances are easy or difficult, you can completely trust His guidance. 
 

What	  Must	  Man	  Do	  To	  Be	  Saved?	  Jesus	  Said,	  “You	  Must	  Be	  Born	  Again”	  John	  3:3-‐5	  	  
1. Believe	  The	  Gospel,	  John	  8:	  32	  	   2.	  	  Repentance,	  Acts	  17:30	  –	  31	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  3.	  	  Confession,	  Romans	  10:	  9	  –	  10	  

4.	  	  Baptism,	  Acts	  2:38;	  1	  Peter	  1:	  23;	  1	  Peter	  3:21	  	   5.	  	  Live	  A	  Life	  Of	  Fidelity,	  Revelation	  2:10	  	  

Remember	  You	  Are	  Blessed	  And	  Highly	  Favored	  By	  God	  	  

The	  Church	  Is	  The	  Body	  And	  The	  Body	  Is	  The	  Church,	  Therefore,	  “There	  Is	  One	  Body	  (Church)”	  Ephesians	  4:4	  


